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almost nothing, and performed the severe tasks of government
with tact, intelligence, and firmness. She imposed the reputa-
tion of Russia upon Europe by her magnificent Court, her
great armies. In public she was majestic, magnificent; the
numerous strangers who visited the Court received the impres-
sion of meeting a great sovereign. She was tolerant of religions,
and let the suppressed Jesuits come to Russia, where in sub-
sequent years they are said to have made considerable invest-
ments. She set the example in her empire by being the first
to submit to inoculation, in 1769, at the hands of the English
physician Dimsdale. Had she found good statesmen to support
her the improvement which she effected in the affairs of Russia
would have been far greater. There was an astonishing dearth
of political talent. The Empress alone was a statesman; the
rest were greedy, corrupt courtiers, who wasted and exhausted
the substance of Russia.
And yet, in a people as gifted and versatile as the Russians
were, plenty of good material should have been found for making
capable administrators, or even statesmen. Catherine's Court,
however, did not provide the requisite schooling; she was not a
Napoleon; and under her the Russian genius was allowed to lie
waste or to run riot. Catherine, perhaps, with her Germanic
thoroughness, gave the Russians up as being too mercurial.
Yet the Prince de Ligne thought that they had great poten-
tialities :
I have seen Russians to whom one has said: " Become this or
that," astd who do so; who acquire the liberal arts as tfie ** Doctor
in spite of himself " (M&bcin mdlgrt fiw) took his degree, who
have become foot-soldiers, sailors, hunters, priests, dragoons,
musicians, engineers, actors, cuirassiers, painters, and surgeons.
I have seen Russians who sang and danced in trenches, where
they were never relieved, and under gun-fire and cannon-shot,
in snow and mud: quick, clean, attentive, respectful, obedient,
and seeking to read in the eyes of their officers what orders they
were about to give in order to anticipate them.1
Continually in correspondence with Voltaire and other
1 Prince de Ligne, M&nofres, vol. i, p, 193.